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About the Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries

For the Future of Handcrafts

The Kyoto Traditional Crafts Internship began in 1979, the year Kyoto Seika University became a
four-year institution. Since then, the program has continued to offer opportunities for students to learn
techniques and philosophies of handcrafts at traditional workshops and studios. Over the course of 40
years, almost 4,000 students have participated in the program, and it has now become one of the most

well-known courses in the university's curriculum.

Some students incorporate the newly-acquired traditional skills into their work, while others go on to
become researchers and entrepreneurs with a deeper appreciation of Japanese culture. Inspired by their
internship experience, there are also those who pursue careers in traditional crafts. The program is only

two weeks, but the time spent as short-term apprentices offers students a glimpse into age-old traditions.

Through the internship program, Kyoto Seika University began collaborating with the local traditional
craft industry. Drawing on the expertise of the five academic departments, the university has initiated
product development and branding projects, as well as documentation of cultural knowledge and

rescarch into the everyday lives of artisans.

The Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries was established in 2017 to compile and utilize the
academic resources on traditional industries cultivated by Kyoto Seika University. Located in one of
the world's leading sites of craft production, the Kyoto-based center aims to build new partnerships in

handcrafts across national and regional borders through research, education and public engagement.

At a time when our lifestyles change at an unprecedented speed, there is much to learn from craft

professionals practicing artisanal skills from a thousand years ago.

There are stories, communities and real lives behind every technique.

There is meaning in the harshness of natural materials and in manual work.

We cannot simply learn from “tradition,” while traditional industries struggle to pass down its wealth
of knowledge to the next generation. As an institution that has grown in a city of traditions, we believe
it is Kyoto Seika University's mission to envision a future that inherits the essence of our culture, with

respect and understanding of our predecessors.
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Kyoto Seika University International Partner Universities and Institutions

HEPREHERST: hERHER

USA

- University of Michigan School of Art and Design

- Bard College

- Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-Arc)
- Cornell College

- Rhode Island School of Design (RISD)

- California College of the Arts

- The Cooper Union School of Art

- ArtCenter College of Design

- International English Language Institute Hunter College,
City University of New York

Canada

- English Language Institute, University of British Columbia
Brazil

- Escola da Cidade Sao Paulo

UK

- University of the Arts London / Chelsea College of Arts

- University of the Arts London / Camberwell College of Arts
- The University of Edinburgh / Edinburgh College of Art

- The Glasgow School of Art

Italy

- Romualdo Del Bianco

the Netherlands

- HKU University of the Arts Utrecht

- Gerrit Rietveld Academie

Germany

- Braunschweig University of Art

- Kunsthochschule Kassel

Finland
- Aalto University (School of Arts & Design & Architecture)
- The Arts Academy at Turku University of Applied Sciences

France

- L'Ecole Nationale Superieure d' Architecture Paris-Malaquais
- L'Ecole de Design Nantes Atlantique

- Paris College of Art

- Ecole Speciale d' Architecture

- L'Ecole Nationale Superieure d'Art de Limoges

- Centre international d'études frangaises (CIDEF)
Université catholique de I'Ouest

Belgium

- Wallonie-Bruxelles International

- Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Visuels de La Cambre
Turkey

- Ibn Haldun University

India

- Indian Institute of Technology Bombay

Indonesia

- Maranatha Christian University
Korea

- Daegu University

- Hongik University

Thailand

- Chiang Mai University

Taiwan

- Providence University

- Taipei National University of the Arts
- National Museum of Taiwan History

- Soochow University

Hong Kong
- Chu Hai College of Higher Education

Vietnam

- Vietnam National University Hochiminh City /
University of Social Sciences and Humanities

- Hue University of Sciences

Senegal

- Universite Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar (UCAD)

- Université Gaston Berger

Nigeria

- Kwara State University

Cameroon

- Université de Maroua

Republic of Mali

- Institue des Sciences Humanities

- Conservatoire Des Arts Et Métiers Multimédia Balla Fasscké
Kouyaté (CAMM-BFK)

Burkina Faso
- Université Joseph Ki-Zerbo

Australia

- The Australian National University School of Art & Design
New Zealand

- AUT International House, Auckland University of Technology
Japan

- International Research Center for Japanese Studies

- Research Institute of Humanities and Nature

- Okinawa University

- Sapporo University

- The Faculty of Law and Economics, Okinawa University
- The Faculty of Foreign Languages, Sapporo University

- Kyoto University

- Kyoto city Zoo

- Kyoto Prefecture

- Nagahama city

- Tadotsu town

- Seika town

- Sakyo ward, Kyoto city

- Eizan Electric Railway Co.,Ltd.

- KYOTOGRAPHIE

- The Embassy Of The Republic Of Benin
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Email dento2@kyoto-seika.ac.jp
Website https://dento.kyoto-seika.ac.jp/

Instagram/Twitter @seika_craft
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