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About the Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries

For the Future of Handcrafts

The Kyoto Traditional Crafts Internship began in 1979, the year Kyoto Seika University became a
four-year institution. Since then, the program has continued to offer opportunities for students to learn
techniques and philosophies of handcrafts at traditional workshops and studios. Over the course of 40
years, almost 4,000 students have participated in the program, and it has now become one of the most

well-known courses in the university's curriculum.

Some students incorporate the newly-acquired traditional skills into their work, while others go on to
become researchers and entrepreneurs with a deeper appreciation of Japanese culture. Inspired by their
internship experience, there are also those who pursue careers in traditional crafts. The program is only

two weeks, but the time spent as short-term apprentices offers students a glimpse into age-old traditions.

Through the internship program, Kyoto Seika University began collaborating with the local traditional
craft industry. Drawing on the expertise of the five academic departments, the university has initiated
product development and branding projects, as well as documentation of cultural knowledge and

rescarch into the everyday lives of artisans.

The Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries was established in 2017 to compile and utilize the
academic resources on traditional industries cultivated by Kyoto Seika University. Located in one of
the world's leading sites of craft production, the Kyoto-based center aims to build new partnerships in

handcrafts across national and regional borders through research, education and public engagement.

At a time when our lifestyles change at an unprecedented speed, there is much to learn from craft

professionals practicing artisanal skills from a thousand years ago.

There are stories, communities and real lives behind every technique.

There is meaning in the harshness of natural materials and in manual work.

We cannot simply learn from “tradition,” while traditional industries struggle to pass down its wealth
of knowledge to the next generation. As an institution that has grown in a city of traditions, we believe
it is Kyoto Seika University's mission to envision a future that inherits the essence of our culture, with

respect and understanding of our predecessors.
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An Annual Seminar on “Architectural Photography / 28 H”, To Be Continued... | Cecile Laly Researcher Activities

An Annual Seminar on

“Architectural Photography /
RG] To Be Continued. ..

Cecile Laly A2V +77)  [Reseacher, Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries]

Fig.1: Nicéphore Niépce, Point de vue du Gras (View from the Window at Le
Gras), 1827.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/View_from_the_Window_at_Le_Gras#/
media/File:Untitled_ (point_de_vue),_Ni%C3%A9pce_1827_%E2%80%94 _
HRC_-2020_(cropped).jpg

Photography and architecture have been intrinsically linked since the invention of photography. The
inherent immobility of buildings made them a perfect match for the long time of exposure required in
the early days of photographic technology. For example, Point de vine du Gras (View from the Window at Le
Gras), 1827, one of the first permanent photographs, taken in France by Nicéphore Niépce, features the
roof of his house as seen from his window. It is believed that this now-iconic image may have required
several days of exposure to fix onto the pewter plate (Fig. 1); such technical constraints undoubtedly
contributed to the close connection between photography and architecture.

About two decades after the creation of Point de vue du Gras, Japan ended its isolation policy
and reconnected to the world. At that time, photographic techniques and Western-style architecture
were introduced to Japan, and soon, both traditional and modern buildings across the country became
the subject of photographs. Before long, Architectural Photography emerged as an important genre,
and during the following two centuries, Architectural Photography served to document and promote
masterpieces of Japanese architecture, Japanese photography, and, more broadly, Japanese culture, both
on a national and an international scale.

Despite its significance and widespread use, Architectural Photography in Japan has rarely been
analyzed in depth. In light of this, we launched a Call for Papers in 2022, in collaboration with the
French Thematic Research Network “Japarchi,” inviting scholars to explore the Japanese concept of
“Architectural Photography / #5485 5” from a variety of perspectives, including historical, heritage-

related, artistic, economic, sociological, and more.
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This Research Seminar is open, multilingual, and interdisciplinary. Over the past two academic
years (2023-24 and 2024-25), we hosted 12 speakers offering diverse approaches. Some were specialists
in architectural history, others in the history of photography, while some came from fields like
literature, anthropology, architecture, and archacology. Presentations focused on the works of specific
photographers, such as Wakaji Matsumoto (1889-1965), RyGji Miyamoto (b. 1947), Hiroshi Sugimoto (b.
1948), and Toyota Horiguchi (b. 1955). Other sessions explored specific photography types, such as castle
photographs in the 19th century or the photographs used in archacological research.

Throughout the conferences over these two years, Architectural Photography consistently seemed
to oscillate between beauty and functionality, the end and the means, as well as the direct representation
of a built structure versus its metaphorical representation of life. But while important points have been
raised, it feels as though we have only begun to scratch the surface of the Japanese understanding and
practice of Architectural Photography, therefore, we intend to continue and expand this Research

Seminar next year.

Program of the previous years (2023-24)

> Jean-Sébastien CLUZEL (Sotbonne université), Survival Boogie Woogie. Néo-japonisme et
photographie d architecture

> Véronique BRINDEAU (INALCO), La photographie d architecture selon Sugimoto Hiroshi

> Jérémie SOUTEYRAT (photographe), La place de la photographie documentaire en architecture {tokyo
noic” et autres projets)

»  Gilles MASTALSKI (CRCAO), La redéconverte du fonds photographique de Wakaji Matsumoto (1889-
1965). Un nouvean regard sur Hiroshima et le Genbaku domu avant le bombardement atomique

> Chihoko ANDO (Kyoto Institute of Technology), Old Japanese Castles and Phorographs: An
Examination of the Meanings of the Genre of “Castle Photograph” in the Dawn of Japanese
Photography

> Hiromi MATSUGI (Nichibunken), Etat des lieux de la recherche sur la photographie d architecture

Program of the previous years (2024-25)

> Pauline Beichen YANG (University of Tokyo), Reconstructing the Ruin: Photography, Novel, and
Japanese Modernity in A True Novel (Honkaku Shosersu) by Mizumura Minae

> Erez GOLANI SOLOMON (Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design Jerusalem, School of Architecture),
Photographing Post Growth — The Japanese Empty House

> Atsuko SAKAKI (University of Toronto), T7ajectories of the Gaze and Body within Architecture and
without — Takashi Homma's “Kanazawa 21-seiki bijutsukan” and Risaku Suzuki's "Aomori
Museum of Art’

> Romina BARTOCCI (INALCO), La photographie dans la documentation archéologique de grands
tumulus funéraires du Ille an VIle siécle au Japon

> Oliver SALEEBY (université de Strasbourg, école d'art MJM), Le passage du temps dans la photographie
d architecture de Ryji Miyamoto

»  Philippe BONNIN (CNRS), Dans les pas du photographe. Retrouver [ espace, retronver la logique
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Researchers and Staff Member, Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries
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Researchers and Staff Member, Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries

KB B Yuji Yonehara

1977 4 5HRAE A 3 4o BURR B IR L35 0 G L Ut b - ARG Bl % 35 27050 20184F
VBRI MR AL A /= a s X o 2—RIIH R, T3k Lotk iige-#
FHIZHOME . b FHI RN —EOTo 06— [R#bEH —EHD 25—
(LB ANERE), TR 7 N — R ] Gilitsh =~ 77 2 4L), [ 0 B FL-HELER SLE)
PR T %5 5O OBl ] G628 12 L

1ER 1EJ& Shozo Fukuoka [(F5)H]

/N BRI Mayo Koide [BFfe—F 4 h—x—]

FEMTAR o 2009 45 RUAHS B K 2772 e 2 AT AF S0 R 1 iy JO)RAURR =40 58 ORI S 1o
PeSiPER BL T RS TSN TR TER | o b s B BARIN L BER O Ty
HE AFICALSI L DRSO E OB LI XIZCT LSRRI 2. HRRERI R
[ Je s i SCAL R K 3205 B 2 B 5L &g [7 75 2347 L T The polyphony of our narratives) |
Oems i e bt > 2 — IHREERS) SR 2023)0 [ KHLO SIS IEAT T — b b)) = >
F—=L201S MR T BT =27 | | (HR G/ NEBMA LK W) 72 Eo 2024 4E BE L b M
WA/ =T a X Z— R — T4 A= X — kDL b,

Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries Yearbook 2024, Kyoto Seika University | 57



Kyoto Seika University International Partner Universities and Institutions
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USA

- University of Michigan School of Art and Design

- Bard College

- Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-Arc)

- Cornell College

- Rhode Island School of Design (RISD)

- California College of the Arts

- The Cooper Union School of Art

- ArtCenter College of Design

- International English Language Institute Hunter College,
City University of New York

Canada

- English Language Institute, University of British Columbia

Brazil

- Escola da Cidade Sao Paulo

UK

- University of the Arts London / Chelsea College of Arts

- University of the Arts London / Camberwell College of Arts
- The University of Edinburgh / Edinburgh College of Art

- The Glasgow School of Art

Italy
- Romualdo Del Bianco

the Netherlands
- HKU University of the Arts Utrecht
- Gerrit Rietveld Academie

Germany
- Braunschweig University of Art
- Kunsthochschule Kassel

Finland
- Aalto University (School of Arts & Design & Architecture)
- The Arts Academy at Turku University of Applied Sciences

France

- L'Ecole Nationale Superieure d' Architecture Paris-Malaquais
- L'Ecole de Design Nantes Atlantique

- Paris College of Art

- Ecole Speciale d' Architecture

- L'Ecole Nationale Superieure d' Art de Limoges

- Centre international d'études frangaises (CIDEF)
Université catholique de I'Ouest

Belgium

- Wallonie-Bruxelles International

- Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Visuels de La Cambre
Turkey

- Ibn Haldun University

India
- Indian Institute of Technology Bombay
Indonesia

- Maranatha Christian University

Korea
- Daegu University
- Hongik University

Thailand
- Chiang Mai University

Taiwan

- Providence University

- Taipei National University of the Arts
- National Museum of Taiwan History
- Soochow University

Hong Kong
- Chu Hai College of Higher Education

Vietnam
- Vietnam National University Hochiminh City /
University of Social Sciences and Humanities

- Hue University of Sciences

Senegal
- Universite Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar (UCAD)

- Université Gaston Berger

Nigeria

- Kwara State University

Cameroon

- Université de Maroua

Republic of Mali

- Institut des Sciences Humanities

- Conservatoire Des Arts Et Métiers Multimédia Balla Fasseké
Kouyaté (CAMM-BFK)

Burkina Faso
- Université Joseph Ki-Zerbo

Australia
- The Australian National University School of Art & Design

New Zealand
- AUT International House, Auckland University of Technology

Japan

- International Research Center for Japanese Studies

- Research Institute of Humanities and Nature

- Okinawa University

- Sapporo University

- The Faculty of Law and Economics, Okinawa University
- The Faculty of Foreign Languages, Sapporo University
- Kyoto University

- Kyoto city Zoo

- Kyoto Prefecture

- Nagahama city

- Tadotsu town

- Seika town

- Sakyo ward, Kyoto city

- Eizan Electric Railway Co.,Ltd.

- KYOTOGRAPHIE

- The Embassy Of The Republic Of Benin
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Email dento2@kyoto-seika.ac.jp
Website https://dento.kyoto-seika.ac.jp/

Instagram/Twitter @seika_craft

Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries Partner Insitutions
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