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About the Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries

For the Future of Handcrafts

The Kyoto Traditional Crafts Internship began in 1979, the year Kyoto Seika University became a
four-year institution. Since then, the program has continued to offer opportunities for students to learn
techniques and philosophies of handcrafts at traditional workshops and studios. Over the course of 40
years, almost 4,000 students have participated in the program, and it has now become one of the most

well-known courses in the university's curriculum.

Some students incorporate the newly-acquired traditional skills into their work, while others go on to
become researchers and entrepreneurs with a deeper appreciation of Japanese culture. Inspired by their
internship experience, there are also those who pursue careers in traditional crafts. The program is only

two weeks, but the time spent as short-term apprentices offers students a glimpse into age-old traditions.

Through the internship program, Kyoto Seika University began collaborating with the local traditional
craft industry. Drawing on the expertise of the five academic departments, the university has initiated
product development and branding projects, as well as documentation of cultural knowledge and

rescarch into the everyday lives of artisans.

The Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries was established in 2017 to compile and utilize the
academic resources on traditional industries cultivated by Kyoto Seika University. Located in one of
the world's leading sites of craft production, the Kyoto-based center aims to build new partnerships in

handcrafts across national and regional borders through research, education and public engagement.

At a time when our lifestyles change at an unprecedented speed, there is much to learn from craft

professionals practicing artisanal skills from a thousand years ago.

There are stories, communities and real lives behind every technique.

There is meaning in the harshness of natural materials and in manual work.

We cannot simply learn from “tradition,” while traditional industries struggle to pass down its wealth
of knowledge to the next generation. As an institution that has grown in a city of traditions, we believe
it is Kyoto Seika University's mission to envision a future that inherits the essence of our culture, with

respect and understanding of our predecessors.
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Japanese Traditional Kites:
From Regional Studies to the World of Arts

HAR DEHE I —— I fiff 22 5 6 SEAf Dt F~

Cecile Laly ¥+

Reseacher, Center for Innovation in Traditional Industries

A series of conferences on International Japanese Studies, titled “Kyoto Lectures” is organized monthly by

the Kyoto offices of the Ecole Frangaise d'Extréme-Orient (EFEO) and the Scuola Italiana di Studi sull’ Asia
Orientale (Italian School of East Asian Studies, ISEAS), held in their shared building located in the Northeast of

Kyoto. T had the honor of being invited to give a conference on my work on Japanese kites and to introduce

the collaborative book Cerfs-volants du Japon : 4 la croisée des arts, which was published under my supervision

by the Nouvelles éditions Scala at the end of the summer of 2021. The conference took place on January 22,

2024, both on-site and online, and it gathered a total of 36 attendees. In this report, I would like to share a

summary of one of the main points that I developed during this conference.
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Monday, January 22nd, 18:00h

Cecile Laly SPEAKER

The vanishing energy of Japanese traditional kites,
crafted from paper and bamboo, echoes their depar-

Japanese @ittty

the discerning gaze of foreign scholars specializing in
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integral elements within the entertainment culture of

Stu d | ©5 tO theloating world. indeed, thar ethereal dance reso,
th e Wo rl d Of Arts, "o thes delcstecreatons descnded framthe sy

museums as the twentieth century unfolded.

aPhDin sniver-
sity and is a Specially Appointed Lecturer at Kyoto Seika
University. Specializing in Japanese arts and culture with
a global perspective, her extensive research on Japanese

i particular her edited volume Cerfs-volants du Japon: dla
croisée des arts (Nouvelles éditions Scala, 2021), a seminal
contribution to the discourse on Japanese artstic heritage.

This hybrid lecture will be held on site (email required
d d 1D: 826 0859 2665).

g
%4
Ecole Frangaise dExtréme-Orient (EFEO)

Italian School of East As dies (ISEAS)
v, Kyoto, 606-8276 Japan

ISEAS | Tel. 0757033015 Emal infolseaseiseas-kyotoorg

Flier of the Kyoto Lecture:

Cecile Laly, Japanese Traditional Kites:
From Regional Studies to the World of Arts,
EFEO & ISEAS, Kyoto, January 22,2024.

| WEBEXR ERERI/N-2at2 8- 1v-7572023

One of the first things to do when researching a new
topic is to look for bibliographical references. When I
began researching Japanese kites at the end 0£ 2013, 1
found references written both in the Japanese language
and in Western languages”, and while going through
those references, two facts immediately struck me.
First, the literature that focuses on Japanese kites, both
in Japanese and foreign languages, was written mainly
by members of the amateur community, namely kite
fliers and collectors; almost no texts were written by
academics. Second, there were significant differences
in the way kites were presented in the texts written in
Japanese and the ones written in Western languages.

In Japanese texts, which are far more numerous, kites
are considered ky6do gangu (traditional toys) and meibutsu
(regional specialties). Additionally, these texts echo the
perspectives of Regional Studies (chiiki gaks). They look
for the appearances of kites in the old Japanese texts to
pinpoint the arrival of kites in Japan and the beginning
of regional kite traditions, especially in the case of cities
currently holding kite festivals. They also look for the
origin of the vocabulary, from the import of various
Chinese characters describing an “eagle made of paper”
to the creation of a Japanese insular vocabulary (such as
“flying squid” in the West of the country and “flying octopus” in

the East) with the insertion of furigana along the Chinese

Cecile Laly Researcher Activities

Kyoto Lecture: Cecile Laly, Japanese Traditional Kites: From Regional Studies to the World of Arts,

EFEO & ISEAS, Kyoto, January 22, 2024.

characters first, and then with the creation of the
Japanese kanji Jil, which can be read both #44 (squid) and
tako (octopus) depending on the region.

The Japanese books are also illustrated with numerous
photographs presenting various kites, including black
and white and color photographs taken in photo
studios. These images depict a frontal and closely
framed representation of diverse kites. The controlled
lighting of the photo studio creates transparency,
allowing the bone structures glued to the back of the
kites to appear through the paper of their sails. Sketches
of the bone structures with indications of where to
attach the lines are sometimes added in the annex of
the volumes. Indeed, the same type of kite can include
various models from one region to another, each with its
bone structures. More importantly, those photographs
are presented in a geographical order, from north to
south, with various kite models classified by prefecture
and then by areas within the prefecture. Several books
by important members of the amateur community
published in the 1960s and 1970s were tirelessly titled
Nihon no tako (Kites of Japan)* emphasizing the Japanese
specificity. It's worth noting that a series of DIY books
titled Wadako (Japanese kites), published in 1999 by
Ohashi Eiji KAGH - (Seibundd shinkdsha M3 2 GAL),

divided the geographical presentation of Japanese kites

into separate volumes: one on kites from the Hokkaido
and Té6hoku regions; one on kites from the Kantd, Shin.
etsu, and Hokuriku regions; one on kites from the Tokai
and Kinki regions; one on kites from the Kyfishi region;
and finally, one on kites from the Shikoku, Chugoku,
and Okinawa regions.

In comparison, the books published by Westerners,
which are much fewer in number, provide a different
approach to the kites of Japan. The crafted objects are
often referred to as “paintings for the sky”, and there

is a regular use of the lexical field of art with words

such as “art”, “artist”, and “creation”. Because they are
considered paintings for the sky, the illustrations are
mainly pictures of kites flying in blue skies, their natural
exhibition spaces, and these are in color photographs.
The kites are also sometimes presented in the space of
their creation, the atelier, occasionally alongside their
creators, the kite-maker. Unlike Japanese books where
kite names usually refer to the place of origin, and
captions rarely provide the names of kite makers, books
by Westerners pay special attention to finding and
praising the makers for their talent. In addition, one of
the books published by Westerners presents a collection
of ukiyoe featuring kites and illustrates how all cultural
products of the floating world were intrinsically linked

during the Edo period.”
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Poster of the International Symposium
Cerfs-volants du Japon : & la croisée des arts,
December, 20-21,2018, Galerie Colbert, Paris

As an art historian, I must admit that I began working
on Japanese kites in 2013 because, when I first spotted
Japanese kites among the various Japanese toys kept

in the collections of the Quai Branly Museum, I also
perceived them as paintings, that is to say, objects I was
used to working with. Although in France, fine arts and
crafts are clearly divided and organized following a strict
hierarchy, it didn't feel like too much of a stretch to
develop a research project on Japanese kites despite my
academic background. I had been focusing on Japanese
arts since my master's course, and in Japan, the taxonomy
and the hierarchy of arts and crafts are different. Lines
are blurrier and categories are often permeable.

After years of work and conducting several research
projects on Japanese kites, as well as their relationship to
the world of arts, I organized an international symposium
on Japanese kites* and then supervised the making of the
volume Cerfs-volants du Japon : 4 la croisée des arts. The
book became more than mere symposium proceedings.
Indeed, with the help of several private collectors, I
gathered 330 color illustrations mainly presenting kites,
kite paintings, or art picces featuring kites. For each

kite and kite painting, the makers and the iconography
have been researched and mentioned where possible.

Part of the project was to produce a scholarly resource

| WEBEXR ERERI/N-2at2 8- 1v-7572023

Front cover of the book:
Cecile Laly, Cerfs-volants du Japon : & la croisée des arts,
Lyon : Nouvelles édition Scala, 2021.

that would facilitate future research on Japanese kites
and arts; therefore, making makers and iconographies
available was of primary importance. But, as pointed out
during the Q&A at the end of the conference, by doing
so, the making of this book unintentionally participated
in the process of the artification of Japanese kites that I

have been observing and analyzing for several years.

2 | Abook titled Nibon no tako (Kites of Japan) was published by
Tawara Yisaku #471F and Nakano Keizaburd H¥7% =i in 1964
(Bijutsu Shuppan-sha i HifitL); another one was published by
Tawara Yisaku #41F and Sonobe Kiyoshi Ei#f# in 1970 (Kikkasha
453E4t); one titled Nihon no tako daizenshi (The Complete
Collection of Kites of Japan) was published by Saitd Tadao AT HE K,
Modegi Shingo AL  Hiroi Tsutomu JA )7, and Hike Ichird
E—M in 1977 (Tokuma Shoten &[5 ); then a new volume
titled Nibon no tako was then again published by Niizaka Kazuo #3i
#1193 in 1978 (Kadokawa Shoten f)II#/).

3 | See: Cecile La.[y, « Iconographie, utilisation et représentation des

1 | My working Western languages are especially French and English.

cerfs-volants d Edo : entre humour et insolence », in Laurent Baridon,
Marie Laureillard, Caricatures en Extréme-Orient : origines, rencontres,
métissages, Paris : Hémisph‘erss éditions/Maisonneuve & Larose, 2024, p-
65-76.

4 | International Symposium Cerfs-volants du Japon : & la croisée des
arts, December, 20-21, 2018, Galerie Colbert, Paris.
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USA

- University of Michigan School of Art and Design

- Bard College

- Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-Arc)
- Cornell College

- Rhode Island School of Design (RISD)

- California College of the Arts

- The Cooper Union School of Art

- ArtCenter College of Design

- International English Language Institute Hunter College,
City University of New York

Canada
- English Language Institute, University of British Columbia

Brazil
- Escola da Cidade Sao Paulo

UK

- University of the Arts London / Chelsea College of Arts

- University of the Arts London / Camberwell College of Arts
- The University of Edinburgh / Edinburgh College of Art

- The Glasgow School of Art

Italy
- Romualdo Del Bianco

the Netherlands
- HKU University of the Arts Utrecht
- Gerrit Rietveld Academie

Germany
- Braunschweig University of Art
- Kunsthochschule Kassel

Finland
- Aalto University (School of Arts & Design & Architecture)
- The Arts Academy at Turku University of Applied Sciences

France

- L'Ecole Nationale Superieure d' Architecture Paris-Malaquais

- L'Ecole de Design Nantes Atlantique

- Paris College of Art

- Ecole Speciale d' Architecture

- L'Ecole Nationale Superieure d' Art de Limoges

- Centre international d'études frangaises (CIDEF)
Université catholique de I'Ouest

Belgium

- Wallonie-Bruxelles International

- Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Arts Visuels de La Cambre

Turkey
- Ibn Haldun University

India

- Indian Institute of Technology Bombay
Indonesia

- Maranatha Christian University
Korea

- Daegu University

- Hongik University

Thailand

- Chiang Mai University

Taiwan

- Providence University

- Taipei National University of the Arts
- National Museum of Taiwan History
- Soochow University

Hong Kong
- Chu Hai College of Higher Education

Vietnam
- Vietnam National University Hochiminh City /
University of Social Sciences and Humanities

- Hue University of Sciences

Senegal
- Universite Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar (UCAD)

- Université Gaston Berger

Nigeria

- Kwara State University

Cameroon

- Université de Maroua

Republic of Mali

- Institut des Sciences Humanities

- Conservatoire Des Arts Et Métiers Multimédia Balla Fasscké
Kouyaté (CAMM-BEK)

Burkina Faso
- Université Joseph Ki-Zerbo

Australia
- The Australian National University School of Art & Design

New Zealand
- AUT International House, Auckland University of Technology

Japan

- International Research Center for Japanese Studies

- Research Institute of Humanities and Nature

- Okinawa University

- Sapporo University

- The Faculty of Law and Economics, Okinawa University
- The Faculty of Foreign Languages, Sapporo University
- Kyoto University

- Kyoto city Zoo

- Kyoto Prefecture

- Nagahama city

- Tadotsu town

- Seika town

- Sakyo ward, Kyoto city

- Eizan Electric Railway Co.,Ltd.

- KYOTOGRAPHIE

- The Embassy Of The Republic Of Benin
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Website https://dento.kyoto-seika.ac.jp/

Instagram/Twitter @seika_craft
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